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In mid-April, a Guatemalan court cleared Candido Noriega of all charges in connection with crimes
committed during the 1980s when he was commander of a paramilitary Patrulla de Autodefensa
Civil (PAC). Noriega was accused of genocide, kidnapping, illegal detention, torture, assault,
robbery, arson, and other crimes committed between 1982 and 1983 in the community of Tulunche
in the northern department of El Quiche.
The Tribunal de Sentencias in El Quiche dismissed 155 charges of human rights violations
against Noriega "because his participation in the crimes...was not fully proven" and because of
contradictions in the testimony of witnesses. Noriega was absolved in an earlier trial on the same
charges in 1997, but the Corte Suprema de Justicia ordered a new trial because of procedural errors.
During both trials, several campesinos testified that Noriega had killed 12 villagers in El Quiche.
Survivors of the massacres said Noriega was acquitted because of deficiencies in the government's
presentation. The PACs, whose members numbered 25,000 at their peak, were controlled by
the army and were disbanded as required by the 1996 peace accords. In March, the same court
sentenced another former PAC member, Sebastian Tol Felipe, to a 27-year prison term for three
murders committed in El Quiche in 1993. [Sources: Siglo Veintiuno (Guatemala), 03/14/99; Notimex,
04/16/99, 04/22/99]
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